[Coronary assessment and surgery for aortic aneurysm: systematic coronarography].
Epidemiologic studies have shown that patients with peripheral vascular disease have a high risk of coronary heart disease. The vascular surgeon must therefore search for latent lesions which might lead to decompensation during or after the surgical procedure. Coronarography can be proposed in symptomatic patients or those with a past history of coronary heart disease, but such an indication is questionable for asymptomatic patients. Non-invasive exploration could theoretically provide information of the coronary risk but are not always possible or reliable in patients with peripheral vascular disease. A practical attitude can be established by analyzing the lesions on the basis of large international series. Cardiac exploration evaluating ischaemia can be proposed after the initial work-up to establish management strategy for intermediary cases.